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DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY

To:

National Fire Prevention & Education Team Leader Cindy Frenzel
From:
Virginia Department of Forestry, John Miller, Director Resource Protection
Subject:
Delegation of Authority for Fire Prevention Team Activities

As of October 22, 2007, I have delegated the authority and the responsibility for the activities of Fire Prevention to the Wildland Fire Prevention/Education Team Leader Frenzel. The Team will conduct fire prevention awareness activities on behalf of the State of Virginia-Department of Forestry.
A. The following individuals are designated as agency contacts for the duration of the Team’s activities under this delegation:

Fred X. Turck, VDOF, Assistant Director Resource Protection 
434-977-6555
Ed Stoots, VDOF, Regional Forester-Abingdon


276-676-5488



Steve Counts, VDOF, Resource Specialist-Abingdon

276-676-5488
These individuals will be the primary contacts for assistance to the Team, including; identifying key public contacts; helping to make arrangements for printing and media contacts; reviewing publications of the Team (including news releases) to ensure consistency with agency requirements; and joining the Team in meeting with the public, if needed. Other individuals with the various agencies may be designated to assist the Team, if warranted.

B. Team members must be sensitive to local political and social issues related to public and private land management and use. It is imperative that relations with the public, cooperators and business contacts be maintained or improved by the Team and that all actions of the Team have positive public relations as an underlying theme. 
C. Objectives for the Team are:
1. Promote to and educate the public and cooperators about any burning restrictions including but not limited to the Governors State-wide ban on all open burning. (see attached talking points)

2. Raise overall awareness of the general public concerning wildfire prevention safety measures, fuel loading and fire behavior conditions as a result of extended drought like conditions..

3. Develop and initiate media coverage for the enactment of outdoor burning bans, defensible space, arson, general fire prevention practices,  what to do incase of a wildfire and other appropriate wildfire prevention topics.

4. Make personal contacts with citizens of rural communities in southwest Virginia, including fire departments, county officials, USFS and VDOF local forestry personnel.
5. Work closely with Department of Forestry and local law enforcement to develop and deliver fire prevention messages in high woods arson areas. 

6. Develop messages, handouts and other information that can be distributed by agency personnel, church groups, community service organizations and others in a door to door fire prevention awareness campaign. 
7. Establish a record-keeping process so that when the Team leaves, there is adequate record of the Team’s activities, including contacts made, information developed and distributed, projects completed, recommendations for further action, lessons learned and a summary of expenditures.

D. Requests for or questions regarding procurement and other finances and/or team direction should be directed to Fred X. Turck.

E. The work of the Team shall be conducted with efficiency and effectiveness, and with emphasis on the personal safety of team members. Each day the team can work a maximum of 12 hours any time beyond this must have prior approval from Fred X. Turck.
F. All federal, state and local laws, regulations and ordinances will be adhered to. These laws include- but are not limited to – state motor vehicle operations, regulations, cultural and archaeological protection laws, health and welfare regulations, and environmental protection and hazardous materials laws.

Special Objectives for the Team
· Big Sandy signing ceremony at Breaks. (VA State Forester and other dignitaries in attendance. Develop a “media kit”.
· Halloween is a traditionally significant time when human caused fire starts are high in this area; an immediate awareness campaign should be developed around the potential loss of life to the public and to firefighters as well as damage to property and the natural resources.
· The DOF, USFS and National Park have a fire use program, however during current conditions and in the work area now is not the time to address the positive roll fire plays in resource management.

· Material should not be “dated”, that is, it should be able to have a life and be used throughout the fall and into the spring if necessary.

· Work with DGIF (Dept of Game and Inland Fisheries) to develop a joint message for hunting season.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Statewide Burning Ban

Because of the increased risk of wildfires, the Governor has the authority to enact a burning ban using Code of Virginia 10.1-1158, which covers all state and private lands.

National Forest or National Park questions should be directed to their nearest office.

What is the Statewide burn ban law §10.1-1158?
This law prohibits all open burning because of the serious wildfire hazard.     

It shall be unlawful when the forest lands, brush lands and fields in this Commonwealth or any part thereof have become so dry as to create a serious fire hazard endangering lives and property, for any persons to do any open burning nearer than 300 feet from any such forest lands, brush lands or fields containing dry grass or other flammable material. 

This article shall not be effective until the Governor, upon recommendation of the State Forester, proclaims such a condition to exist in this Commonwealth or any part thereof, and it shall be in effect until the Governor proclaims such condition to have terminated. 

Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor for each separate offense. 

When is the Law in effect?
The law goes into effect October 19th, 1 minute after midnight and remains in effect around the clock until rescinded by the Governor.

Why is there such Law?
When wildfire conditions and weather conditions are in combination to cause or to possibly cause an extreme threat to the citizens of the Commonwealth and/or to the natural resources of Virginia, all possible actions must be taken to protect the citizens and the natural resources of the Commonwealth.

What is the main cause of wildfires in Virginia?
Debris burning is the No. 1 cause of wildfires, closely followed by intentionally set or "arson" fires.

How many wildfires burn in Virginia each year and how many acres are burned?
Virginia has records which date back to 1925, and our 30 year average is 1,449 fires for 8,338 acres per year. The most fires in one year occurred in 1941 when 3,697 fires were fought.  The most acres burned in 1930.  That year 333,023 acres burned.

Can I burn in a metal burn barrel?                                                                                                               Yes, if it is in good condition to contain all the flame and sparks within the barrel and if it has a ¼" or less mesh wire screen over the top. 

Can I have a campfire if I put rocks around it?
No.  Any and all campfires are considered open-air fires. 

Can I have a pit fire?                                                                                                                                       Yes, IF…. A pit fire may be approved if it meets ALL of the following conditions: Fire is BELOW GROUND LEVEL, continuously monitored AND completely enclosed with cinderblocks AND a ¼" or smaller metal screen is placed over the enclosure. Extra precautions should be taken to clear a 20-foot circle of all flammable materials and have water available. Suppression costs associated with any escaped fire will be the responsibility of the fire starter.

Can a propane camp stove be used?                                                                                                           Yes, it is considered an approved contained stove.

Can a Coleman stove be used?                                                                                                                            Yes, it is considered an approved contained stove.

Can I have an approved, enclosed solid fuel, stove in the National Forest?                                                       You must contact the particular National Forest or National Park involved as their requirements may differ from the ones of the Statewide Burning Ban.

Can I operate a charcoal grill for a cook-out?                                                                                           Yes, but only if the container that holds the charcoal briquettes is in excellent condition with NO holes and the container is covered with a 1/4" wire mesh screen. The cooking grill can then be placed above this mesh screen.

Can I have a charcoal fire in one of the open grills in an approved, developed campground?             Yes. However it is recommended that you have a 1/4 inch (maximum) metal wire screen over the charcoal.

Can I have a wood fire in one of the open charcoal grills in an approved, developed campground?   No.
If I take all precautions with my fire and it does escape and ignites a wildfire, am I responsible for the suppression cost?
Yes. Although you may have taken all proper precautions and obtained any locally required permits, whoever started the fire is responsible should the fire escape.

What is the penalty for violating the statewide burn ban law?
Violation of the law is a Class 3 misdemeanor with a fine of not more than $500.

Are building contractors and road construction jobs exempt from the law?
No.  However, if the burning operations are greater than 300 feet from the woods or flammable grass/vegetation which would allow the fire to spread to the woods, the law does not apply.

Can I have a candle in my jack-o-lantern at Halloween?                                                                                       Yes, if the candle is completely contained within the jack-o-lantern and the jack-o-lantern is not surrounded by dry leaves or vegetation.

Can LUMINARIES be used for holiday decorations?                                                                                   No.  LUMINARIES are a traditional holiday decoration in many homes and neighborhoods where a votive- type candle flame is set within a sand weighted paper bag and placed outdoors to light a walkway or other decoration. Candle LUMINARIES are considered an open flame – fire, and therefore not allowed if these candles are within 300 feet of grass, leaves, woods or other flammable material that is capable of igniting a fire.  It would be a violation of the ban on open burning.  A highly recommended alternative would be to use electric or battery-operated lights or chemical glow sticks instead of candles.
Can a fire department have an open burn for pre-scheduled training?                                                    No. There are no exceptions to this.

Can a fire department have a burn for training in a certified burn building?                                        Yes, but only in a certified burn building. NO OPEN burning allowed.

Will hunting season be closed?
Not at this time. We are concerned and watching the weather. The State Forester and the director of the Department of Game & Inland Fisheries (DGIF) talk regularly. Everyone is working together to make sure hunters and outdoor enthusiasts are aware of the dry conditions and we are urging extreme caution. We have no recommendations for forest closure at this time and continue to involve our partner agencies, the Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry and Secretary of Natural Resources in all updates and discussions. We will take it one day at a time monitoring fire occurrence and weather.
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