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2010 Fall Fire Season

Safety always comes first in fire management.

• When firefighters are making a decision, the first consideration is, “Can we do this safely?” If the

answer is no, they will take another direction.

• No natural resource, cultural resource, or structure is more valuable than a human life.

More acres are likely to burn this season and many fires will be more difficult to suppress. Here’s why:

• An abundance of flammable vegetation, changing weather patterns, and more homes built in fireprone

areas are primary reasons for today’s challenges.

• Each fire is different and not all fires are managed the same way.

Our response to a fire may include using several tactics.

• The response may be to monitor a fire that is helping the landscape, or to aggressively suppress a fire

that threatens people, homes, or important resources.

• At times, fires can benefit natural resources and help cleanse the landscape and renew vegetation. If a

fire poses no threat to humans or important resources, firefighters may allow it to follow its natural

course.

• Firefighters base their decisions on many reasons. The reasons include weather, fire behavior, risks to

people, cost, and information contained in land or fire plans.

In a fire situation, everyone works together.

• Federal, state, tribal, and local firefighters work together to keep the public safe and natural resources

protected.

• Pooling our strengths, resources, and experience improves our efficiency and effectiveness.

Firefighters count on you. You’re part of fire management, too.

• If you own a home in a fire-prone area, you should take a few simple steps to make your property

more defensible. Firefighters count on you to do that. It will improve your safety and that of

firefighters. It will increase the chances that your home will survive a wildfire.

• Wildland firefighters are not responsible for fireproofing your home; you are. What you do before fire

season may make the difference whether your home survives a wildfire.
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Aviation

Aviation resources are among the tools available to fire managers. Thousands of wildland fires are

suppressed without the benefit of air support. Aviation resources are most useful for initial attack and in

supporting large-scale fire operations.

Airtankers

Airtankers are based near areas of high fire danger. They provide wildfire support to ground-based

firefighters.

Multiple Objectives When Managing a Wildfire

Federal wildland fire policy allows fire managers to use multiple strategies on a wildfire. A single strategy

may not deliver the best results on all parts of a fire. The response could range from monitoring a fire that is

beneficial to the landscape; to aggressive control of a fire that threatens people, property, or important

values. Wildfire managers will use the best strategy on each part of a fire, depending on forest plan

direction, conditions, the values they are protecting, risks to public and firefighter safety, and available

firefighting resources.

Protecting Structures

Forest Service employees are neither trained nor equipped as structural firefighters. Forest Service

firefighters use strategies to keep wildfires from reaching structures. Public and firefighter safety is always a

priority in the management of a wildland fire. No cultural resource, structure, or natural resource is worth a

human life. If firefighters cannot implement a firefighting tactic safely, they will take another direction. The

Forest Service works year-round with homeowners and community leaders to develop fire-adapted

communities and prevent structural fires.

Cooperative Agreements

Fire suppression efforts and resources are coordinated with locally available resources through Cooperative

Fire Protection Agreements, which are updated periodically. In addition to local agreements, the Forest

Service has agreements with States, Tribes, departments of Defense and Interior, and several foreign

countries for additional resources.
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Fuel Conditions and Fire Behavior

• Rainfall deficits and dry conditions are prevalent throughout the Southeast.

• Dry conditions increase the chance and intensity of a wildfire.

• A build-up of fuels, such as dead trees and brush, when combined with drought, causes a tinderbox.

• Conditions in many areas are described as potentially explosive for wildfires.

• As moisture decreases with continued dry weather, fires will burn with more intensity and fire

behavior can become more extreme.

Wildfire Prevention

• Report wildfires or any suspicious fire activity immediately.

• Always consider alternatives to debris burning and campfires.

• We can’t stop the hot weather and lightning storms, but we can do our part to be firewise when we

are camping, traveling, and at home near trees and brush.

• In the southeastern United States, about 55,000 communities are at risk from wildfire. Remember,

only you can prevent wildfires.

• Take time to follow weather conditions and learn about fire danger where you live.

• Introduce your community to valuable programs like Firewise and bring partners together to reduce

the risks before a fire starts. Don’t wait for the flames to come your way; get firewise today.

• Repairing a watershed that was damaged by fire can costs millions and take a lifetime.

Burn Restrictions

• Visitors should expect outdoor burning on national forests to be restricted or prohibited at this time.

Please contact the district office before your trip, and check the bulletin boards when you arrive for

current restrictions and safety messages.

• Safety is our number one concern for all forest visitors.

• Contact your state forestry department if you plan to burn on your own property. Because

conditions are dangerously dry, there may be burn restrictions or special permits to obtain before

you can light a fire.

• Comply with all burn bans and fire restrictions in your area. Unauthorized fires can easily get out of

control.

• If you must burn, be smart. Stay with your fire, have water and tools to smother the fire, keep a

phone nearby in case of an emergency, and don't leave your fire until it is cold to the touch.

