Fire Prevention Education Team Purpose and Use

The purpose of Fire Prevention Education Teams is to reinforce local fire

prevention education resources and to bring special prevention education planning,

logistics, and operations expertise to bear in larger, complex severity situations that

exceed the capabilities of local organizations.

Fire Prevention Education Teams are effective in the reduction of unwanted human-caused wildland ignitions, particularly when wildland fire severity conditions are imminent and when an area anticipates unusually high fire danger, increased human activities, weather conditions or hazardous fuels.  Working with local agencies and resources, these teams are equipped to complete on-site prevention assessments and plans, initiate the implementation of these plans and begin immediate public outreach and information dissemination.  They can be ordered to support a variety of situations affecting large or small geographic areas.

Among the purposes of the fire prevention education teams are to 1) facilitate community awareness and education in fire prevention, 2) coordinate interagency restrictions and closures,     3) coordinate fire prevention efforts with local agencies, fire departments, businesses, citizens and civic and homeowners organizations, and 4) promote personal responsibility in the wildland/urban interface.

When Fire Prevention Education Teams Be Used?

· Severity conditions

· Catastrophic fire events

· Multiple fire occurrence

· Increased risk management

· Severe fire conditions - natural disasters

· Other unexpected events

What Are Teams Expected To Do?

· Public education

· Community protection planning

· Campaign development

· Mass media

· Public awareness

· Establishing cooperatives and partnerships

· Fire Prevention Planning and Assessments

2010 brings news tools and methods for teams to deliver information and to also communicate among themselves and support from other PET trained personnel. Social media is becoming common place among teams. E-mail accounts, Facebook, Twitter and Blogs all are finding ways into daily “communication”. Team web pages are not so common. More time than not the team provides info to the host agency’s web master who then posts the info under the agency’s wildfire prevention and education web page.
