FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST

	INCIDENT:
	DRY LAKES COMPLEX & TURNBO
	OPERATIONAL PERIOD:
	7/27/03 (day)

	ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT:
	GILA NF
	FORECAST#:
	39

	WEATHER SUMMARY:

	An area of drier air will move over the fire Sunday but moisture will move back in on Monday and Tuesday and a weak front will cross the area on Tuesday.  High temperatures will be mostly in the 80s, as high as 98 near Gila Center, and minimum RHs mostly in the 20s.  Winds Sunday will be upslope with afternoon heating and south to southeast at the ridgetops.
Tuesday-Thursday: Afternoon and evening showers & thunderstorms with minimum relative humidities in the 20s and high temperatures cooling into the 70s and 80s.
See attached spot fire weather forecast(s).

	EXPECTED FIRE ACTIVITY:

	Short Range:  The fire should continue burning in heavier fuels and areas that do not receive any moisture.  In the absence of rain, fire behavior will pick up when temperatures start to climb & humidities drop.  When the relative humidities drop to 15% or lower there is a significant increase in the fire behavior with little wind.  Fire spread continues to be from head, backing & flanking fires in pine needles and thicker, more continuous grass and cigarette burning in the larger fuels.  Rolling material in conjunction with short uphill runs has also been spreading the fire.  Some spotting can occur especially when winds are present.  The larger fuels continue to be the carriers of fire where they are more continuous, with flame lengths averaging 4 ft & spread rates <10 chains/hour.  Lower flame lengths and higher spread rates will be the norm in fine fuels.  Fuels will keep burning out, most notably where heavy fuels are present.  Probability of ignition should be 70-80% in the open and 40-60% in shaded fuels.
Mid-Range:  Showers and thundershowers are expected to increase in connection with a slow-moving front.  If this moisture comes in, fire activity will be generally low with the most active burning occurring during frontal passage and midday before cloud cover lowers fuel temperatures.  If it does not, fire activity will pick up each day about mid-morning and continue through the afternoon.  As usual, spread rates and flame lengths will depend on specific site conditions.
Energy Release Component (ERC) for fuel model G for the Gila Center RAWS continues to fall but still remains well above average and above the 90th percentile.

	SPECIFIC FIRE BEHAVIOR:

	If any drying & heating occurs the following situations apply. 

Turnbo spread is typically head & backing fire following what dry fuels it can.  Some rolling material & short runs up side drainages are still possible.  The general spread direction is predominately to the west-northwest with the most activity in White Creek, especially as fronts pass.  Isolated large fuels continue to burn out.
Moonshine has shown little activity over the past four days except in the corner closest to the Middle Fork Gila River.  Primary movement will be towards the Middle Fork Gila River as the fire finds receptive fuels.
Granny has not shown any activity over the past four days.
Rock continues to spread actively, if slowly, in pine needles, with backing, flanking, and some heading spread.  In the absence of rain, expect relatively continuous spread in pine litter and the more continuous patches of grass.  With frontal passage, the fire may move more actively up-drainage towards Granny and Bloodgood fires.  Otherwise, expect spread to continue predominantly down canyon and laterally around Granny Mountain.

	AIR OPERATIONS:

	Any operations will be affected by thunderstorms and gusty, erratic winds.  Afternoon thunderstorms may limit or preclude afternoon flights, based on recent history.  Weak inversions may be apparent in areas with active fire, but should break by mid-morning.

	SAFETY:

	Strong gusty winds in association with thunderstorms and fronts can cause apparently quiet sections of the fire to suddenly kick up and start to move.  The direction of movement may be quite unpredictable if caused by thunderstorm downdrafts.
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NOTE: Underlined words and/or sentences are key points to cover for the crews if a face-to-face briefing is not possible.

