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FIRE BEHAVIOR OUTLOOK
Northwest Geographic Area Fire Behavior Outlook
	FORECAST VALID FOR:  Sep 8-Sep 14, 2014
	DATE/TIME ISSUED:  September 8 @ 1100 Hrs

	NEXT UPDATE: Sept. 15, 2014  (or as needed)
	Isaiah Hirschfield – Fire Analyst 


	
This is a general fire behavior outlook covering the entire Northwest Geographic Area.  It is intended to provide wildland fire managers with an overall view of fire behavior potential and to help wildland firefighters with making informed decisions and maintaining situational awareness based on current and expected fire behavior.  Firefighters must use onsite observations and spot weather forecasts to calculate site-specific fire behavior for individual wildland fires.

FIRE WEATHER SUMMARY:
Hot and dry thermal trough conditions that were present in the first week of September (affecting southwest Oregon most heavily) will give way as cool, westerly flow enters the broader geographic area Monday and Tuesday. This will bring higher humidity across Oregon and Washington, with potential for an isolated thunderstorm or two in southeast Oregon.
Locally breezy and gusty winds are possible under current conditions, particularly east of the Cascades. High pressure will begin to rebuild over the area by later Wednesday and Thursday. This will return us to a dry low level offshore flow with a thermal trough west of the Cascades. This pattern is expected to last through the weekend of September 13-14.
FUELS CONDITIONS: 
Dry fuels west of the Cascades, particularly in southwest Oregon, continue to be the primary area of concern in the geographic area for the establishment of new large fires and growth on existing large fires. Thermal trough conditions following the Labor Day weekend continued to dry fuels to above-normal levels west of the Cascades. East of the Cascades, fire danger indices continued to rise to at or above normal conditions. Fuels in north-central and northeast Washington remain at normal to below normal conditions following regular precipitation through late August. Fuel dryness trends are forecast to moisten a bit under the effect of onshore flow over the next few days and then start drying again as higher pressure rebuilds over the area when offshore flow re-develops.


FIRE BEHAVIOR POTENTIAL:
No mass ignition lightning events are anticipated for the geographic area. The highest risk for new initial attack will be from human ignitions. Decreasing hours of daylight will continue to reduce the active burn period for any new or existing fires. However, persistent drought conditions along with a return to dry offshore flow will elevate the potential for active fire behavior in western Oregon. Low 1000 HR fuel values persist in southwest Oregon and the Columbia Basin.
The long-term forecast for September calls for warm and dry conditions, so new or ongoing timber fires may still require significant staffing levels depending on the management strategies used. Resumption of prescribed fire activities and opportunities for other-than full suppression strategies will become increasingly viable under current conditions.
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ALWAYS BASE ACTIONS ON CURRENT AND EXPECTED FIRE BEHAVIOR GIVEN THE ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS IN YOUR LOCAL AREA. MAINTAIN SITUATIONAL AWARENESS FOR CHANGING CONDITIONS AS YOU CHANGE LOCATIONS (FUEL, WEATHER, AND TOPOGRAPHY). REMAIN VIGILANT FOR FACTORS THAT ALIGN TO PRODUCE CRITICAL FIRE ENVIRONMENTS (THUNDERSTORMS, FINE FLASHY FUELS, SLOPE, ETC).


“BASE ALL ACTIONS ON CURRENT AND EXPECTED BEHAVIOR OF THE FIRE”
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