INITIAL FIELD OBSERVER BRIEFING
Check in with all Division Supervisors when entering or exiting a Division.  In the event resources are pulled off a section of line, radio communications or call via cell phone and let Situation Unit know of your status. (_______________)
Receive daily Situation Unit briefing following the Morning Briefing.  Return to the Situation Unit at  ______ to provide information for the evening Planning Meeting next operations IAP, or at _____ when providing intelligence that is not necessary for the next days operational period.

Call in weather observations every hour between _____ and ______, or when fire activity picks up.   This will also serve as a status check, in the event that we need to know your general location.  At a minimum weather observations will be called in at 1500 each operational period.

It is the general expectation that FOBS will have a recreational grade GPS unit with downloading cables, an understand of how to use the GPS to do tracks, waypoints and traverse’s, and can download the information.  Set your map datum at WGS 84 and use hours, degrees and decimal minutes.  The Team will have a laptop with TOPO or ArcGis software that will be available to download FOBS information. 

Unit logs can be used to record daily information but a complete documentation record for maps, waypoints and photos will be provided to the Situation Unit at the end of each operational period.  All photos need documentation prior to demob.

INFORMATION CHECK LIST

1. Safety Hazards Current and Future – (Aerial or Ground).  Report critical information via radio.  

2. Escape Routes, Safety Zones, or Potential Safety Zones

3. Values at Risk - Improvements and any associated hazards.  (Take photos as appropriate)  

4.  Fire Behavior

5. Weather

6. Validate Existing IAP and Travel Maps

7. Current Fire Perimeter (location of spots outside line or perimeter)

8. Completed Line – (location, type and condition)

9. Potential or Proposed Line Locations

10. Progress of Operational Resources

11. Location of Heavy Equipment

12. Facility Locations, or Potential Locations

13. Existing or Potential Drop Points, Helispots (are existing DP’s marked?)

14. Existing and Potential Water Sources (type)
15. Access Routes (type and condition, bridge limits, etc)
16. Point of Origin (mapped, marked)

17. Sensitive Areas (archeological sites, riparian, etc)

18. Fuel Types (current and potential, condition of vegetation)
19. Structure Protection Information

20. Access Control Information
21. Retardant or Bucket Drops with retardant (rough lat/long, delivery, and estimated quantities)
Assist ops if request is coordinated with SITL and doesn’t affect assignment and information reporting times. 
Provide FBAN with information on fuels, terrain, observed fire behavior, weather patterns, photos, etc.

FOCUS NOT ONLY ON WHERE THE FIRE IS CURRENTLY, BUT WHERE

 IT HAS A PROBABILITY OF GOING

REHAB NOTES

SUPPRESSION RELATED

1. 
Line Locations by Type (note width, break into new type (track) when width changes) 

2. 
Temporary Roads that were Constructed

3.
Restored Roads that were Opened for Suppression Activities

4.
Wind Rowed Slash, Buried Slash on Equipment Line, etc

5.
Merchantable Timber (decks, hazard trees, trees within windrows)

6.
Stream Channels Needing Restoration (equipment impacts, slash, debris removal)
7.
Road Maintenance Needs (track and complete road log)

8. 
Damage to Non-residential Improvements

9.
Damage to Structures from Suppression Actions

10.
Locations of Hose Lays, Pumps, Water Developments (transition information)

11.
Equipment Wash Sites

REHAB INFO THAT IS NOT SUPPRESSION RELATED

1.
Locations of Noxious Weed Infestations

2.
Assessment of Riparian Zones (burn intensity, amount of disturbance)

3.
Fire Damage to Improvements

4.
Damage to Plantations (est mortality %)
5.
Unburned Islands (vegetation type)

6.
Estimate Vegetation Mortality and Map by Lethality 

    
(<25%, 25-75%, 75%+) Low, Moderate & High severity as related to vegetation lethality
7. 
Road Conditions not Related to Fire Suppression Activity

 
(culvert’s too small, native surface that made need gravel, drainage needs, etc)

DOCUMENTATION IS CRITICAL

LEAVE TRACKS
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(Jolynn Sharrow)
SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENTS AND PRIORITIES WILL BE ASSIGNED DAILY!

