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Summary of Incident: 27N02 Road

On July 21, 2008, Southwest IMT Hughes was transitioning with Alaska IMT Wilcock on the Lime Complex. During the transition Wilcock’s Team was conducting fire fighting operations on Forest Service Road 27N02 in the vicinity of Four Corners Rock. During the operational period one load of retardant (approx. 3000 gallons) was delivered along the road and into the Yolla Bolly Wilderness, Mendocino National Forest. 

The retardant line was observed from the air by Tami Parkinson, Yolla Bolly FBAN. Tami identified the location on a Yolla Bolly Complex Briefing Map. The approximate location is as follows:

Beginning at N40 07.03 W 123 08.57 the retardant line follows the road in a southwesterly direction for approximately 2000’ to N40 06.73 W123 08.61

The retardant line is easily visible on the road surface. No retardant entered or came within close proximity to riparian habitat.

Summary of Incident: Slide Creek Drainage

Pete Schwab, AOBD for the Lime Complex reviewed retardant drop records at the Redding Tanker Base. Based on his review of the records it appears that the following occurred.

On July 13, 2008 three loads of retardant were delivered to the Yolla Bolly Wilderness. Irv Leach, Operation Section Chief for the Yolla Bolly Complex identified the retardant drop site on 8/2/08. It is located at N40 04.11

 W122 50.20. It was undeterminable from the air as to the amount of retardant that was delivered to the site. Based on the records from the tanker base, approximately 5000-6000 gallons of retardant was delivered to the location. The location plotted to an intermittent stream that is a fork of Slides Creek. It is located in the middle of a burned finger of the fire typically referred to as a “slop over”. Paskenta District Ranger Eduardo Olmedo is familiar with the area of the fire that the retardant was dropped.

The retardant drop is 1100 vertical feet and 1000 feet from Slides Creek proper. It is undeterminable if water is currently running in the intermittent stream. This retardant drop occurred prior to Larsen’s IMT arriving on the incident.
Shasta-Trinity/Mendocino Wilderness Boundary

On August 5, 2008 while under the command of Dave Larsen’s Type I IMT, OPSC Irv Leach ordered a load of Therma-Gel to be delivered to the fire by the Martin Mars “Scooper”. The therma-gel was not dyed and was dropped at N40 08.52 / W123 01.62. The therma-gel was dropped at a higher than normal altitude and was described as ineffective because the therma-gel dissipated before hitting the ground. OPSC Irv Leach was in a briefing prior to the drop and was instructed by the AOBD that approval of therma-gel and/or retardant was required from the Shasta-Trinity NF before any drop inside or outside of the wilderness. Leach was reminded at the briefing the approval had not been granted by the Shasta-Trinity NF.
H-6, Mendocino National Forest
Approval was requested to cut 4 – 5 trees to construct an emergency helispot in a location that was inaccessible by road. There were no other helispots within close proximity to H-6. Fire fighters were entering a remote section of fireline in Division A in an effort to meet the objectives of keeping the fire contained within the boundary of the Yolla Bolly Wilderness. Fire fighters were not willing to risk entering the drainage to construct direct fireline without an option for emergency extraction. District Ranger Eduardo Olmedo granted permission to construct the helispot.

Trinity Dipsite, Shasta-Trinity National Forest
Trinity dipsite is located on the Trinity River at N40 11.93 by W123 05.84. The site was identified due to the close proximity to fire fighting activities in Divisions C and L. By using the Trinity Dip it reduced flight time for water in half while increasing the fire fighting capability of the aviation branch. This decision positively affected cost containment, fire fighting effectiveness and aviation safety. The Trinity dipsite is outside the Yolla Bolly Wilderness. It is in sensitive Coho Salmon fishery. We installed a screen on the water intake for the pump. Four trees were cut at the site to increase the safety of Type I & II helicopters flying in with 150’ longlines.  
Weed Control
Prior to conducting cargo operations from the Paskenta Helibase the site was inspected by the resource advisor. Helitack personnel pulled and bagged all weeds at the cargo site. All cargo flying from the Paskenta Helibase for the duration of the assignment was flown from the weed free cargo area.
Wilderness Use Tracking:
	Date
	Location
	Water (gal)
	Location
	Landings (#)

	7/25/08
	NA
	0
	NA
	0

	7/26/08
	Wilson Lake
	62,148
	H-10
	1

	7/27/08
	Wilson Lake
	8,922
	NA
	0

	7/28/08
	Wilson Lake
	55,710
	MNF
	4

	7/28/08
	Black Rock Lake
	4,900
	-
	-

	7/29/08
	Wilson Lake
	31,704
	MNF
	6

	7/29/08
	Black Rock Lake
	4,200
	-
	-

	7/30/08
	Wilson Lake
	22,057
	MNF
	4

	7/31/08
	Wilson Lake
Black Rock
	23000
22516
	MNF
-
	3

	8/01/08
	Wilson Lake
	39763
	H-20
	3

	8/02/08
	Wilson Lake
Eel River
	22352
4998
	MNF
MNF
	2

	8/03/08
	Wilson Lake
Trinity Dip - STNF
	10,627
2902
	
	

	8/04/08
	Wilson Lake
Eel River

Trinity Dip -STNF
	11,044
4,032

6,028
	MNF


	7

	8/05/08
	Trinity Dip – STNF
Long Lake - MNF
	29,950
1080
	MNF
STNF
	15
6

	8/06/08
	Trinity Dip-STNF
Wilson Lake
	22,000
7266
	MNF
STNF
	2
6

	8/07/08
	Trinity Dip – STNF
	41,426
	
	0

	8/08/08
	No data at time
	of report
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