INVESTIGATION OF RETARDENT LINE IN THE YOLLA BOLLY WILDERNESS, MENDOCINO NATIONAL FOREST
August 6, 2008

Results of the investigation were derived from conversations with Lime Complex AOBD Peter Schwab and Yolla Bolly Complex personnel ATGS Doug Houston and FBAN Tami Parkinson. Investigation was coordinated by AOBD Michael Keator.

Summary of Incident: 27N02 Road
On July 21, 2008, Southwest IMT Hughes was transitioning with Alaska IMT Wilcock on the Lime Complex. During the transition Wilcock’s Team was conducting fire fighting operations on Forest Service Road 27N02 in the vicinity of Four Corners Rock. During the operational period one load of retardant (approx. 3000 gallons) was delivered along the road and into the Yolla Bolly Wilderness, Mendocino National Forest. 
The retardant line was observed from the air by Tami Parkinson. Tami identified the location on a Yolla Bolly Complex Briefing Map. The approximate location is as follows:

Beginning at N40 07.03 W 123 08.57 the retardant line follows the road in a southwesterly direction for approximately 2000’ to N40 06.73 W123 08.61
The retardant line is easily visible on the road surface. No retardant entered or came within close proximity to riparian habitat.

Summary of Incident: Slide Creek Drainage

Pete Schwab, AOBD for the Lime Complex reviewed retardant drop records at the Redding Tanker Base. Based on his review of the records it appears that the following occurred.

On July 13, 2008 three loads of retardant were delivered to the Yolla Bolly Wilderness. Irv Leach, Operation Section Chief for the Yolla Bolly Complex identified the retardant drop site on 8/2/08. It is located at N40 04.11

 W122 50.20. It was undeterminable from the air as to the amount of retardant that was delivered to the site. Based on the records from the tanker base, approximately 5000-6000 gallons of retardant was delivered to the location. The location plotted to an intermittent stream that is a fork of Slides Creek. It is located in the middle of a burned finger of the fire typically referred to as a “slop over”. Paskenta District Ranger Eduardo Olmedo is familiar with the area of the fire that the retardant was dropped.
The retardant is drop is 1100 vertical feet and 1000’ for Slides Creek proper. It is undeterminable if water is currently running in the intermittent stream.
Shasta-Trinity/Mendocino Wilderness Boundary

On August 5, 2008 while under the command of Dave Larsen’s Type I IMT, OPSC Irv Leach ordered a load of Therma-Gel to be delivered to the fire by the Martin Mars “Scooper”. The therma-gel is not dyed and was dropped at N40 08.52 / W123 01.62. The dr
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