Yolla Bolly Complex
Transfer of Command Plan--AIR OPERATIONS
Narrative:

Air operation for the Yolla Bolly Complex requires close coordination with representatives from the Mendocino and Shasta-Trinity National Forests. Forest resource advisors in conjunction with District Rangers play a key role in approving helispot and dipsite locations. 

Mendocino Emergency Coordination Center (ECC) will coordinate the ordering and release of all aviation resources. Mendocino ECC will also be the first contact for emergency evacuations requiring aviation resources. They will also coordinate with Area Command Team 4 and North Ops.
Ruth Helibase is located on the west side of the complex. There is a land agreement in place with Trinity County Airports Division for $500 per day. The land use agreement with Burt Ranch for Paskenta Helibase was terminated at the end of the operational period on Thursday August 7, 2008.
Helibase:

The Ruth Helibase is located on Trinity County property administered by the Trinity County Airports Division. The Helibase was transferred from the Lime Complex on August 3, 2008 at 0700 hours to the Yolla Bolly Complex. The airport designator is KT42. The airport is closed with NOTAM # 08/027.

There is an air operation trailer and water tender assigned to the Helibase.

Flight Following/Communications:

Flight following has been working well. Air Attack has been flight following with helicopters dispatched to the fire. In the absence of Air Attack the Victor Link to the air operation trailer has been working well.
Secondary flight-following is with Mendocino Dispatch and works well for initial attack. Air Attack platform flying out of Redding was able to flight-follow with Mendocino until transferring to Paskenta Helibase. Ruth Helibase will work well.
Initial Attack:

During the incident the Salmon National Helitack module was dispatched to one initial attack four miles south of the TFR. They spent the night and declared the fire out the next day. Mendocino ECC coordinated the IA and conducted the flight following.

The Delegation of Authority for our assignment stated that we were responsible for IA within the TFR and to other forest locations at the request of Mendocino National Forest.

Wilderness Management MIST
Paskenta District Ranger Eduardo Omeda, Mendocino NF, granted blanket permission for developing helispots if no trees were to be cut and/or not other vegetation removed. When we did request permission to cut four trees for H-6 it was granted in a timely manner. Helispot landings are being tracked at the request of the Mendocino NF. Linda Angerer is the resource advisor and has been great to work with.
Eduardo also granted permission to establish dipsites if the water source was not identified as “Sensitive No Dip” These locations are identified on the Pilot Map and are located south of the TFR. Dipsites specified on the Helispot Summary are approved. No tracking of gallons removed are required for the Mendocino NF. Larsen’s Type I IMT did not use retardant during their Delegation of Authority. Two retardant drops from previous teams were investigated and document.
The Shasta-Trinity National Forest requires approval of all helispots and dipsites in the wilderness. Landings and gallons removed are to be counted. Shasta-Trinity’s presence at planning meetings has been poor. I haven’t met or talked to the District Ranger and/or resource advisor.
RESOURCES:

All remaining resources attached to the aviation branch can be found in the attached resource document. This includes helicopters, air attack platform, water tender, air ops trailer, personnel, frequencies, TFR and miscellaneous items.

Contact list:
Mendocino ECC
530-934-7758
Mendocino ECC fax
530-934-2326

Eduardo Omeda
530-949-0288
District Ranger
Linda Angerer
503-934-1169
503-200-2856
Tom Oczkewecz
707-574-6247
Air Port Manager

Ruth Helibase
718-541-7883

ATTACHEMENTS:

Aviation Summary – 220
Lat/Long Summary
Pilot map
Helicopter Demob Schedule
TFR
Land Use Agreement
Flight Hazard Map
Retardant Investigation
Resource Document

Wilderness Tracking Document with associated map.

National Guard “Jolly 19” Information 
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