Flight Following & Frequency Procedures

00/00/00

1) Flight following will be managed by XX helibase on Flight Following xxx.xxxx.

· Unless under the direct and positive control of HLCO or ATGS.

2) Aircraft departing all helibases will be informed of the status of ATGS/HLCO.

3) Air Attack will notify OSC or AOBD, DIVS and/or Helibase when arriving or departing incident airspace.

4) Approach and departure from helibase  is on TOLC   xxx.xxxx.

5) Contact ATGS (or HLCO if ATGS is not over the incident) on Flight Following xxx.xxxx.

6) Mission briefings and air attack transitions will occur on Air to Air Briefing xxx.xxxx.

7) ATGS or HLCO will use air-air frequency xxx.xxxx for rotary wing tactical missions (use alternate xxx.xxxx if primary overloaded).  

8) For airtanker fixed wing missions, use xxx.xxxx  for air-air tactics.  Air–air briefing  on xxx.xxxx.

9) All aircraft will not enter the fire airspace until positive contact with ATGS or HLCO is established.   

10) Aircraft will make contact with the appropriate helibase while transitioning through their airspace (3 minutes out or geographic point identified) on frequency xxx.xxxx.

 11) If air attack or HLCO are over the incident, flight following shall be maintained through   helibase.  

 12) If the air-to-air flight following xxx.xxxx link fails, contact shall be maintained on the command frequency Tx xxx.xxxx Rx xxx.xxxx.

13) Air Medevacs using Incident aircraft will flight follow with helibase on FF xxx.xxxx while in the incident airspace.  Once they leave the incident they will FF with the appropriate agency dispatch enroute to a medical facility.  

14) Frequency problems (congestion, too many, procedures, lack of communication, etc.) should immediately be brought to the attention of the helibase manager or Team Air Branch.  


Mission Ordering Procedures
1.
Priorities are established at the morning aviation briefing from Air Support/Air Operations. Priorities may change as the day or fire situation dictate.

2.
All logistical missions are discussed and prioritized in accordance with the morning briefing priorities (Helibase Manager).

3.
Tactical missions will be prioritized by the ATGS.  If conflict exists, AOBD or OSC will resolve.

