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Crash Rescue Training



On July 02, 2006 at 1200 hours all members of the air operation working on the Elko Helibase participated in a lecture and demonstration associated with Helicopter Crash Rescue planning and response.

Incident Command System: The following positions were identified and their duties and responsibilities discussed.

· Incident Commander

· Liaison Officer

· Operations Section Chief

· Fire Group Supervisor

· Extrication Group Supervisor

· Medical Section Chief

· Triage Group Supervision

· Staging Group Supervisor

· Support Section Chief

· Communications

· Incident Channel

· Medical Channel

· Fire and Extrication Channel

Start Triage: The principles of triage were discussed as it pertains to effective and efficient patient treatment. The following identifiers were defined – Black/Deceased, Red/Immediate, Yellow/Delayed and Green/Minor.

Fire Protection: Identification and use of fire extinguishers were discussed. Fire prevention measures at a crash site were identified – fuel and battery switch cut-off, location of fuel tank and distribution system. It was emphasized that effective fire fighting with existing resources needs to be accomplished rapidly but safely.

Extrication: A Crash Rescue Kit was examined and tools identified for specific extrication tasks. Team members and the helicopter pilot identified critical points for easy access on the helicopter. Location of the fuel and battery cut-off switches was reviewed in conjunction with the battery compartment and quick battery disconnect.

Crash Rescue Prevention: Proactive measures were identified that air operation personnel should continue to emphasize. Some examples include- hazardous materials transport, load calculations, communicate hazards, 12 Aviation Watch-out Situations, helicopter engine power checks and risk assessment for each mission.

The following EMTs and/or Paramedics were identified for Continuing Education Credits.


Dina Burnham


Kelly Scott


John Langstaff


Lynn Hamilton


E. J. Bunzendahl


Michael Keator


Heather Nichols

Continuing Education Hours: Two
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