Agreement for Aviation Resource Utilization between the ________ National Forest and the ______ Fire.

Purpose: 

1) To provide for a safe flying environment around the ______ TFR.

2) To facilitate the sharing of aerial resources between the forest and the incident

(One):

Issue:  The ______ fire has the responsibility for Initial Attack (I.A.) within the ______ TFR.  The _______ National Forest retains the I.A. responsibility for all areas outside the ______ TFR.  The boundaries of the TFR are not easily discerned from the air.  The potential for conflict (aircraft on different frequencies in the same general area) exists along the TFR boundary for aircraft of the forest and the Incident.

Action:  A buffer zone shall extend from the TFR boundary to 2 Nautical Miles (2NM) outside the TFR.  Forest aircraft shall not enter into this zone without prior contact and information exchange with the Incident.  When possible, forest flights into this 2NM buffer zone will be scheduled with the Incident Air Ops Branch Director (AOBD) through Dispatch.  During time critical operations or when dispatch-to-incident communications cannot be established in a timely manner, forest aircraft needing to enter the buffer zone can make direct contact with the incident air attack, helicopter coordinator, or helibase on the appropriate frequency, equivalent to procedures for entering a TFR.  It is essential that any aircraft that may operate in the buffer zone have access to the Incident air to air frequencies to facilitate this contact.

(Two):

Issue:  Aerial resources are available to the Incident that are not available to the forest.  At times, the converse may also be true.  It is mutually recognized that the sharing of these resources can lead to much greater efficiencies in operations, and can also eliminate some of the competition for resources in critically short supply.

Action:  The Incident and the Forest will make their respective aerial resources known to each other, and will make said resources available to the extent that incident or forest priorities are not compromised.

Specific procedures:  Requests for resources between the incident and the forest will be administered in a similar manner to a request between neighboring forests.  Phone contact between the team AOBD and Dispatch will determine if the resource is available and give a readiness “heads up”—to be followed by an aircraft dispatch form—on confirmation of need and availability.

To facilitate the safe response of resources to locations outside their normal area of operations, it is necessary that maps and briefing materials be available to those resources to be shared in this manner. 

Dispatch Contact information:
Phone:________________ FAX:__________________ email:__________________

Incident Contact information:

AOBD name:_______________ cell phone:_______________ email:_______________

ASGS name:________________ cell phone:_______________ email:_______________

Incident Helibase:______________ phone:_________________

