REMOTE AREA

FIREFIGHTER EXTRICATION
MONUMENT FIRE 2011

OBJECTIVES

1. Provide safe and efficient medical care and extrication for firefighters injured in remote locations.

2. Brief firefighters on medical intervention and extrication timelines.

3. Document extrication response plan.

STRATEGIES

1. Document and post all medical resources and response times as it pertains to the “Golden Hour” of EMS.
2. Conduct table top exercise with appropriate team members.

3. Make adjustments to the plan and/or positioning of resources. 

PROCEDURES
1. Follow predetermined Team EMS Protocols
2. Ensure AOBD is involved in all evacuations using aviation resources
3. AOBD orders aviation resources commensurate with the situation and briefs on flight hazards on the fire and at the helispot
4. Compile appropriate EMS, location and onsite plans to implement the most efficient extraction to the nearest medical facilities. 
5. Develop a primary, alternate and contingency plan for the timely treatment and evacuation of an injured fire fighter.
Contact Information
ALL AVIATION EXTRACTION/INSERTION RESOURSES WILL BE ORDERED THROUTH THE TUCSAN AIRCRAFT DESK

Tucson Aircraft Desk, Pete Dobbins, 520-202-2710, 24 hour dispatch center
· Will dispatch all aviation requests for medical insertion/extraction – coordinate all AM and FM frequencies as per the incident ICS 220

· Life Flight

· Military – Davis Air Force Base

· Arizona Department of Public Safety

· 305th Rescue Squadron – Davis-Mothan Air Force Base, Tucson
· 24 hour dispatch ordered through Tucson Aircraft Desk
· Response time 1.5 hours daylight / 2.5 hours night 
· Capabilities - Helicopter UH-60 
· Not FM capable, no air/ground 
· Tucson to Monument Fire – 45 minute flight time
· Night operation capable

· 300’ hoist

· Paramedic 
· Arizona Dept. of Public Safety, Richard Thacher 602-223-2535

· 24 hour dispatch ordered through Tucson Aircraft Desk

·  24 hour dispatch is “EMSCOM” 800-247-6337 / 602-223-2208

· Response time – helicopter may be staged at Tucson or Phoenix, one is currently assigned to the Wallow Fire

· Tucson 45 minutes

· Phoenix 1 hour 45 minutes
· Capabilities – Helicopter Bell L407
· AM and FM frequencies with air/ground “NO NARROW BAND”

· Arizona State Mutual Aid 
· Will program our Air/Ground frequency

· Shorthaul and/or Rappel – day light hours only
· Will insert paramedic 

· Longline

· Two Paramedics

· Night operation capable 
· Life Flights – (Dispatch is “Med Control” 520-791-4678)
· 24 hour dispatch ordered through Tucson Aircraft Desk
· Response Time
· Depends on the location of the nearest Life Flight, dispatch will prioritize the nearest available life flight. Expect 30 minutes to 1 hour arrival time
· Capabilities
· Paramedic and flight nurse
· Radio Frequencies
· Arizona State Mutual Aid
· VHF Air to Air
· Will program our Air/Ground frequency
· Night operations
· Will fly VFR at night but will only land at well lighted helispots i.e. parking lots, roadways etc.
Concerns and Mitigation
· Communication plan for helicopter extraction and/or paramedic insertion

· Life Flight and/or Arizona Dept. of Public Safety Helicopters
· Program Air/Ground as per the ICS 220 form

· Communicate this info to field personal – helispot manager
· Military – 305th Rescue Squadron

· VHF communication frequencies only

· Day operations

· Use Air Attack or Incident Helicopter to relay landing approach information to the helispot manager
· Issue a Victor Radio to crews working in remoter area
· Night operations

· Issue a Victor Radio to crews 

· Response time as it pertains to the “Golden Hour” of EMS
· A remote location away from roads will not meet the “Golden Hour” rule
· Mitigation
· Respond with two extrication plans – Air and Ground
· Shorthaul or Hoist
· Carry out to ambulance
· Bring a higher level of care to the patient
· Paramedic
· Shorthaul / Rappel / Hoist to the patient
· Deliver to Helispot
· Ground transport
· Drive to trailhead / hike to patient
· EMS equipment
· Longline in pre-established and staged EMS package – backboard, splints, EMS pack, victor radio
· Extraction – very fluid depending on responding resources, location and injury
· Air Extraction – identify which type of helicopter – Incident, Life Flight, Dept. of Public Safety, Military
· Helispot

· Pre-identified 

· Emergency construction of helispot

· Staffed with appropriate helitack personnel with communication capabilities

· Extraction Plan

· Helispot to hospital
· Helispot to Sierra Vista Airport for transfer to Life Flight

· Shorthaul point to helispot, DP with ambulance or other location that enhances the “Golden Hour”

· Ground Extraction
· Identify DP

· Stage ambulance

· Organize rescuers and appropriate equipment for carry out.

· Extrication Plan

· DP to Life Flight

· DP to Hospital
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