Boise National Forest
Whitebark Pine Plus Tree Status

The Boise National Forest currently has 11 selected whitebark pine trees for inclusion in the national blister rust resistance program.

Location:

· The Plus trees are located across the Forest in 4 high elevation areas including: Snowbank Mt, Scott Mt, Whitehawk Mt, and Trinity Lakes.

Data Needs:

· FY 07 field work is nearly complete for collecting missing data associated with the plus trees that were selected as early as 2004.

Seed:

· 10 of the 11 plus trees have had cones caged and collected over the past several years.  After this year’s cone collection we anticipate having the minimum, 1,800 seeds, for each of the 10 trees.  The last tree will probably be replaced due to it’s age and poor cone production.
Protection:

· The plus trees that were threatened by mountain pine beetle attack were treated with carbaryl in 2005 and again in 2007.  The treatment was 100% effective in 2005.
Support Trees:

· I selected an additional 60  WBP trees to be treated with carbaryl in the vicinity of the plus trees.  This was an effort to justify the amount of time and effort that would be required for the NEPA and the implementation.  Figured we’d get a cheaper price from the pesticide application contractors.

Operational Cone Collections:

· The Boise has been caging and collecting WBP cone for several years and currently has about 35 pounds of viable seed on inventory.  The trees that provided this seed were not plus trees.  The trees were selected based on their climbability, cone crop, and low presence of Blister Rust.

· Several labor forces have been used for cone collection including:

· Contract Climbers – Reliable, fast, expensive

· Smoke Jumpers
- Fire is 1st priority, but can usually “fit it in”. Inexpensive

· Force Account
- The Boise certified 2, very motivated, climbers this year.  Less overhead cost as the climbers can find their way to the trees.  Production will come with experience.
