FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST

FORECAST NO.: 4
NAME OF FIRE: Duck Lake




PREDICTED FOR: Day Shift

UNIT:  Newberry FMU





SHIFT DATE:  5/31/12
TIME AND DATE





SIGNED:___ J.Burnham_________

FORECAST ISSUED: 5/30/12 1835


             
  
WEATHER FORECAST: Temperatures will top out in the 60’s for most of the fire area on Friday…humidity will lower to around 40 to 45% as moisture moves ahead of the low pressure system…rain is expected late Friday into Saturday east of I-75… the fire area will see little of this rain
SEE ATTACHED COMPLETE FORECAST.
FIRE BEHAVIOR

GENERAL:  The cold weather is moving out with warming through the week and no wide spread rain showers for the next week. Single tree torching is possible today in the conifer types in some of the sheltered areas where there are ladder fuels, jackpots or dried spruce limbs on the boles of the tree. Intermittent crown fire in areas without suppression is possible in the spruce and immature jack pine. Mature red pine/white pine (C5), Jack pine (C4) and spruce (C2) have an increased ignition probability P(I) from yesterday with the lack of precipitation: 57 to 78% depending on the fuel type. Spotting distance just under a ½ mile; soils and larger fuels are very dry; deep burning (2 feet plus) is occurring in organic soils. Uncontrolled fires found outside the line could produce intermittent crown fires when pushed by the predicted wind gusts of 10 to 15 mph in the conifer cover types or where conifer is present in the mixed hardwood type (M2).
SPECIFIC: 

Division A:  Be sure to monitor outside the perimeter in case any of the torching sends embers over the line. Little fire activity is expected inside the perimeter other than duff burning. More smokes could pop up in the afternoon with the good drying winds
Division B:  Watch for spots over the line. Fuels outside the line are those with the highest probability of ignition today. Lower winds and moderate temperatures will help keep spread rates in the conifer components at 25 ft/min (H) flame lengths could be as high as 12 ft. which is a slight increase from yesterday.
Division D:  Smoke over the line will occur when winds switch to the NW in the afternoon. Watch for spots a cross the line. Fuels in this area could expect some better fire activity. Fuels outside the line are those with the highest probability of ignition today. Lower winds and moderate temperatures will help keep spread rates in the conifer components at 25ft/min (H) flame lengths could be as high as 12 ft. which is a slight increase from yesterday.
Division G:  Areas of uncontained fire have a slightly higher chance of moving around in the dominate M2 type. Wind direction will determine where on the division smoke will be going over the line. Watch for more lightening strikes to start popping up.

Division J: The main fuel types in this division will have the least amount of P(I) and flame length, but there are deep organics burning and heat present with burn holes up to two feet deep; with lack of new rain and good drying winds more burning in the organics will be present making mop up difficult.
Division M:  This division continuous to make progress with mop up. Watch for smokes outside of the line.

AIR OPERATIONS: Sunrise is at 5:54 a.m. and Sunset is at 9:26 p.m.  
From National Wx Service:
… ALTHOUGH THERE WL BE A GRADUAL INCRS OF HI CLDS LATE TNGT THRU FRI...EXPECT VFR CONDITIONS/LIGHT WINDS WITH LINGERING DRY LLVL AIR ASSOCIATED WITH HI PRES OVER LK SUP.

.
SAFETY: Watch for deep seated burning and ash holes- falling trees from lack of root support. Watch for more lightening strikes to start popping up.
