HEALTH AND SAFETY MESSAGE

SAFETY starts with YOU

We are ALL accountable for SAFE behaviors
	INCIDENT:  Duck Lake fire
	DATE:  5-27-2012       OPERATONAL PERIOD:  Day

	Major Hazards and Risks:

*DEHYDRATION - Dry, Hot Weather Conditions and Long Work Shifts
*FIRE BEHAVIOR - Extreme Burning Indices & Energy Release Components
*AIR OPERATIONS - Flight Hazards, Bucket Drops, Communications

*TRANSPORTATION - Fatigue, Long Travel Routes To Fire, Dusty Roads and Control Lines
*DOZER & ENGINE OPERATIONS - Personnel Working Near Operating Equipment

	Fire Order of the Day – Know What Your Fire Is Doing At All Times
UNBURNED FUEL BETWEEN YOU AND THE FIRE
It is important for firefighters to recognize unburned fuel between themselves and the fire as Watchout Situation #11. Often it is not possible or practical to direct attack a fire. Before attempting indirect attack and any time the firefighter is in a position where there is unburned fuel between them and the fire, the following questions must be addressed immediately:

-Can you see the fire? Discuss situations you might find yourself in where you are out in the green and cannot see the fire. What can you do?

- Is fire spread in a direction away from you? Do you consider the potential for fire spread? Are you safe if the wind switches?
- Will your position be defensible when the fire reaches you? Talk about what must be taken into account when building indirect line or approaching a fire through the green.

- Is your line anchored? Discuss how you anchor indirect line.
- Are your escape routes and safety zones adequate? What is adequate?

- To reduce the risks:

-Post lookouts 

-Consider a different location. Review situations where you constructed indirect line or approached a fire through the  green and how you provided for your safety.


	Watch Out Situation of the Day
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	Look Up, Look Down,

Look Around

*Fuel Characteristics – Assess prior to beginning     

   operations.  

*Fuel Moisture – Read daily shift plan and assess on

  site.

*Fuel Temperature – Varies with exposure to direct

  sunlight.

*Terrain & Fuel Accumulations – Scout prior to

  beginning operations and continuously during

  operations.

*Wind – Measure, observe, feel and notice changes.

*Atmospheric Stability – Observe.

*Fire Behavior – Monitor constantly prior to and

  during operations.

*Safety – Ask questions in unfamiliar situations. The

  only dumb question is the one you did not ask.




Incident Safety Officer:  Mike Pine 
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