FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST
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  FIRE BEHAVIOR ANALYST
WEATHER FORECAST: Possibility for gusty erratic winds with thunderstorms.  SEE ATTACHED COMPLETE FORECAST.
FIRE BEHAVIOR

GENERAL:  Very little rain was received over the fire yesterday.  Single tree and group torching occurred yesterday and more of the same is expected today.  Mature red pine/white pine (C5), Jack pine (C4) and spruce (C2) all have a probability of ignition, P(I) over 90% and over 1,500 feet spotting distance.  Short grasses or marshes (01a) have a P(I) over 90% and a spotting distance is up to 500 feet.  Soils and larger fuels are very dry and deep burning is occurring.
SPECIFIC: 

Division A & B:  This division will be pushed by the wind later in the day.  Saturday’s burn out operations will help hold this division in place, but single tree torching near the line could cause an escape.  Unsuppressed spot fires spread at 51 feet/min and have 19 foot flame lengths.  Crown fire is likely in this case.
Division D &G:  Access is the challenge here.  Fuels transition to spruce, grass and pine.  Unburned fuel inside the line or spot fires in spruce will spread at 50 feet/min and have 21 foot flame lengths.  Grass moves at 20 feet/min with 5 foot flame lengths.  Dog legs in the line, unburned fuels, down wind and soft ground combine to make this a very active division today.  Be sure to monitor the weather conditions closely and have an escape route planned.  
Division J &M: These divisions should mainly be upwind during the peak burning period.  Fire in all fuel types will have backing spread against the wind and local terrain effects could cause a spot fire over the line.  If this occurs expect the fire to want to move northeast.  Access is also challenging on these divisions; be sure you have an escape route.
AIR OPERATIONS: Sunrise is at 5:54 a.m. and Sunset is at 9:24 p.m.  
From National Wx Service:
...SCT SHRA/TSRA WILL AGAIN BE POSSIBLE MONDAY MORNING AT CMX/IWD AND IN THE EARLY AFTERNOON AT KSAW. LEFTOVER IFR CONDITIONS SHOULD ALSO LIFT TO VFR
BY LATE MORNING.
SAFETY:   Fire behavior safety concerns today include gusty and erratic winds if thunderstorms develop.  Even without thunderstorms close proximity to Lake Superior is affecting wind directions and speeds.  Take time to scout your division and know how the local conditions are affecting the general weather.
