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Current Situation: 

· The fire progression has been approximately 203 acres per day of growth, with two large fire spread days, 452 acres on June 8 and 670 acres on June 18.  A total of 3139 acres have burned to date on the Clover WFU.
· The resources currently assigned are the California Fire Use Management Team, which has ten core positions along with additional support personnel (e.g. logistical support, cost unit). Fireline resources include 2 Type 1 crews, 2 IA crews, 2 Type 2 helicopters, 1 Type 3 helicopter, 4 Fire Use Modules for a total of 157 personnel assigned. Cost to date is $1.2 million dollars.
· Current management includes implementing management action points (MAPs) to stop easterly and southern fire spread utilizing fire use modules, Type I and II hand crews supported with bucket drops.  Fire spread to the north and west is being monitored.   Pack stock is now in place to provide continued re-supply to remote spike camps and reduce the number of helicopter intrusions to wilderness.  It is anticipated that Type I and Type II crew usage would be utilized on a short term basis to implement critical management action points and then released.  It is anticipated that long term management and monitoring and organization would be accomplished utilizing Fire Use Managers, Fire Effects Monitors and Fire Use Modules.
Key Points:  

· History of Wildland Fire Use on the Kern Plateau- The first substantial wildland fire use began on the Kern Plateau in 2003 and includes areas on both the Sequoia, Inyo National Forests and cross boundary fires with Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks. Approximately 34,000 acres have burned under a strategy that emphasizes resource benefit in and adjacent to the Kern River drainage. 
· Cost-Four scenarios were developed in the Wildland Fire Implementation Plan (WFIP) that address different levels of staffing to manage the fire and the costs associated with these actions. Fire behavior, values at risk and the amount and type of resources needed to implement management actions affect the cost of incident management. 
· Future Management- The short range (3-5 days) objectives are to contain spread on the south and east flanks of the fire. Minimal fire spread is occurring on the west and north edges of the fire as Beck Meadow and the 2004 Crag and 1980 Clover fire scars have limited fire growth.  
· External Communications- 
· Safety: The safety of fire fighters and the public is the highest priority for the Sequoia National Forest and the California Fire Use Management Team. The safety of hikers traversing the Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) through the fire area is a management focus.

· Service: We are monitoring fire and smoke activity and immediately communicating information to firefighters and our publics.

· Stewardship: Since 2003, WFU fires in the South Sierra Wilderness have created a mosaic pattern of diverse vegetation types needed to restore healthy ecosystems. “The Clover Fire is one more piece to Nature’s Puzzle.”

· Best Available Science- the Fire Behavior Assessment Team (FBAT) is on site collecting information on fire effects, fire severity, and fire behavior.  Previous monitoring efforts on the Kern Plateau include FBAT’s work on the 2003 Albanita-Hooker and 2005 Crag WFU and fire ecologist Charlie Martin’s work on the 2006 Broder-Beck WFU. These evaluations are vital to improvement of programmatic efficiency. 
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