	FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST

	FORECAST NUMBER   #16
	TYPE OF FIRE  Wildland Fire

	FIRE NAME   Clover
	OPERATIONAL PERIOD:   6/26/2008 Day Shift

	DATE ISSUED     6/25/2008
	TIME ISSUED   2000

	UNIT       CA-SQF
	SIGNED    Dave Bartlett, FBAN

	

	WEATHER SUMMARY:  
See attached Fire Weather Forecast
Max Temp: 73° to 76°F.  Min RH: 11% - 15%.  Winds mostly upslope / up valley with southeasterly flow aloft.
Chance of isolated thunderstorms this afternoon.

	FIRE BEHAVIOR

	GENERAL: 
Persistent weather will bring persistent fire behavior.  However, with a bit more moisture in the atmosphere today, there is a 10% chance of a thunderstorm developing over the crest near the fire.  Be alert for the possibility of lightning and strong erratic outflow winds in the late afternoon.  The other change in the weather forecast that could have a significant effect on fire behavior is southeasterly flow aloft.  Like yesterday, backing spread rates should be well under 10 ch/ hr.  Head fire spread rates, especially if aligned with the wind could still be as great as 80 ch/hr.  Probability of ignition will likely exceed 90% during the afternoon.  Continue to keep in mind how the many complexities of this fire’s environment can and have resulted in sudden unpredictable changes in fire behavior.  Hot, dry winds from the surrounding deserts battle as they move up the steep narrow canyons.  The result can be rapid and strong changes in wind speed and direction.  Combine the wind, steep terrain, and flashy dry fuels and you have all of the components for an extreme fire event, especially if you throw in downdrafts from a stray thunderstorm.
Poor ventilation will continue and smoke will persist in the canyons and draws much like yesterday.  Be especially alert for a spot fire that may be hiding in the smoke below you. 


	SPECIFIC:  
Divisions West of the South Fork of the Kern: Areas on the north side of Clover Meadow in Division H still have good heat.  Expect torching and spotting up to 0.25 mile in line with the upslope winds.  We will be updating the infrared data today to help you judge your progress and identifying the remaining control problems.
Divisions East of the South Fork and West of the Crest: Fire on the east face of Long Canyon in Division Y will still be a problem.  The complex terrain, up-canyon winds, the general winds aloft, and the up-slope influence from the east side will lend itself to spotting of up to 0.4 mile.  Remember fuels are heavier and torching / spotting more likely the farther the fire creeps down the west facing slope of the canyon.  With the southeasterly flow, those crews working in Division I southeast of Dutch John Flat may have more control problems today.  Spotting distance may be as much as 0.4 mile and roll-out will continue to be a problem.  If fire becomes well established lower in the drainage, the stage will be set for a rapid up-slope run to Haiwee Pass and will likely spot over the crest.  Be mindful for any saddle effect on winds being channeled through the pass.
I

	AIR OPERATIONS:  
Not a lot of upper level wind to ventilate the smoke.  Expect impaired visibility for much of the day.


	SAFETY
The complex terrain and thermally driven winds could lead to significant short duration changes in wind speed and direction.  When you combine this with dry fine flashy fuels steep slopes, high probability of ignition, and medium range spotting; the stage is set for a run.  Plan for it with good escape routes and safety zones.  Good time to review the Common Denominators for Tragedy Fires. 


