	FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST

	FORECAST NUMBER
	2
	TYPE OF INCIDENT:
	Wildland Fire

	INCIDENT NAME: Clover, East Zone
	OPERATIONAL PERIOD Day shift 6/26/08

	DATE ISSUED: 25 June 2008
	TIME ISSUED: 2100

	UNIT:  Inyo NF
	SIGNED
	

	
	Ken Loda, FBAN

	INPUTS

	WEATHER SUMMARY  See the Fire Weather Forecast.


	FUELS CONDITIONS  Fuel moisture:  One-hour fuel moisture can be expected to be about 10% at 0700.  After 1000 through the end of the shift that will drop to about 4% in shaded fuels, and to 2% or less in fuels with full sun exposure.  The 10- and 100-hour fuels are each estimated at about 3% and 4% respectively.

Live fuel moisture:  Most shrubs are at about 150%.  Most fine fuels are fully cured or nearly so.  


	OUTPUTS

	GENERAL FIRE BEHAVIOR  In general expect fire behavior similar to yesterday’s.  Today the general winds are expected to be from the southeast.  In the Owens Valley (just to the east of our fire) they will join the thermal/terrain winds to produce local gusts to 15 mph.  Terrain/thermal winds will be particularly hot and dry.  Ridgtops winds will likely be variable and gusty, depending on the interactions between the terrain winds and general winds.  Overnight humidity recovery has been fair, at best.  Given the fuel conditions, terrain, and the forecast weather, extreme fire behavior is possible, including torching, short-range spotting, and locally rapid or erratic runs.  Many of the live fuels may burn readily.  In the timber litter, on moderate slopes the rate of spread is expected to average about 2 chains per hour, but individual runs may move at 5 chains per hour or more.  Flame lengths should be about 1’ in backing fires in litter, and 2’ at the flaming front in litter and shrubs.  Local jackpots, especially on steep slopes may produce flame lengths to 5’ or more.  Shrub fuels are expected to have flame lengths of about 5’, and may spread at 15 chains per hour.
Spotting:  Spotting up to 500’ is possible. The primary source would be torching ponderosa or jeffrey pine.  Besides aerial spotting, the slopes on many parts of the line provide the opportunity for spotting from rolling material.  The probability of ignition will be 70% early and late in the shift, and 100% during peak burning conditions.



	SPECIFIC FIRE BEHAVIOR  The upslope winds will be in our favor, but erratic gusts at ridgetops may contribute to torching and spotting from those locations.
Should fire escape to the lower slopes/elevations, the fuels and their condition changes markedly.  In lower elevation shrub/grass/forb fuels expect a rate of spread up to 40 chains per hour, with flame lengths up to 8 feet.



	SAFETY

	SAFETY  Conditions at the fire exceed two of the local thresholds for watch-out situations, and the other two thresholds are almost met.  Stay heads-up on changing conditions, especially winds.


	AIR OPERATIONS  Poor ventilation may hinder aerial observation.  Gusty ridgetop winds may complicate close air support in certain settings.


