	FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST


	FORECAST NUMBER:   28
	TYPE OF FIRE:  SURFACE

	FIRE NAME:          ZACA
	OPERATIONAL PERIOD:  8/1/2007

	DATE ISSUED:     7/31/07
	TIME ISSUED:  2100

	UNIT:  SANTA BARBARA COUNTY/LOS PADRES NF
	SIGNED:  David Kerr

	INPUTS

	WEATHER SUMMARY:  Another day of dry air and warm temperatures as the high pressure persists over the fire area.  Minimum humidity will stay above 10% for the first time in several days.  The general northerly winds continue.  SEE ATTACHED INCIDENT METEOROLOGIST WEATHER FORECAST. 

PROBABILITY OF IGNITION = 100% (calculated), unchanged from the 31th
Live Fuel Moistures are 51% at Upper Oso (Los Prietos).  Sample date July 15, 2007   



	FIRE BEHAVIOR

	GENERAL:  The level of the inversion has greatly affected the type of fire and the timing of fire activity.  Areas of the fire above the inversion (4,000 feet) will be active early.  As the inversion lifts during the late morning/early afternoon a weak “cap” will be placed on the fire retarding activity through the afternoon.  The northerly/downslope flow will develop again tonight and a late afternoon early evening increase in fire activity should be expected. 


	SPECIFIC

BRANCH IV: Division J – The fire retains significant heat in the heavy fuels along the trail and will continue to move laterally along the main ridge.  Fire down low in the West Fork of Santa Cruz Creek will continue to move laterally into a series of north/south running drainages and make runs at the main ridge throughout the shift.  This should begin early in the shift as the Basin Ridge will be above the local inversion.  Expect group torching and short range spotting as a result of these runs.  
Division T – The fire is working its way south down Blacks Cyn towards the confluence of Coche Creek and the main Santa Cruz Creek.  Rapid upslope runs will occur when the fire crosses any drainage and aligns with the slope.  The fire should reach Coche Creek, near Coche Camp today, leading to strong uphill runs toward Division J.  The fire still has one more slope to back down before reaching the dozer line off of Santa Cruz Peak.  Any firing in Division T will be on a generally south facing aspect under very warm and dry conditions.  Grazed grasslands may not support fire spread, but all brush fuels will burn actively when in alignment with the slope.  The winds may battle in this division as a light S/SW upslope wind competes with the general northerly flow over the fire

Division S -  The “head” of the fire is approaching another unnamed north/south running drainage which should burn out early in the afternoon and spread fire north towards Mission Pine Basin.  This lateral spread to the east will continue as the fire takes drainages and runs to the ridgetop throughout the late afternoon.  A critical point ahead of the fire is Coche Creek, which is a well defined drainage and will result in significant fire activity today.


	AIR OPERATIONS:  Expect burn-off of the marine influence at the airport by 0800.  The ICP helibase should be clear. 

	SAFETY

· The brush/timber fuel mix along Mission Basin Ridge will support large scale group torching and short range spotting.  The fuelbed is very receptive to spots, but most spotting has been less than 1/8 mile.
· Watch for slope reversals and strong upslope runs as the fire repositions in Santa Cruz & Blacks Cyns.



