	FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST


	FORECAST NUMBER:   21
	TYPE OF FIRE:  SURFACE

	FIRE NAME:          ZACA 2
	OPERATIONAL PERIOD:  7/24/2007

	DATE ISSUED:     7/23/07
	TIME ISSUED:  1930

	UNIT:  SANTA BARBARA COUNTY/LOS PADRES NF
	SIGNED:  Corky Conover

	INPUTS

	WEATHER SUMMARY:  There is enough moisture and instability in the area to support showers during the afternoon Tuesday and cumulus clouds on Wednesday. A drying trend will return to the fire area Thursday – Sunday.
SEE ATTACHED INCIDENT METEOROLOGIST WEATHER FORECAST. 

PROBABILITY OF IGNITION = 70% (calculated)  Down 20 from July 23
Live Fuel Moistures are 57% at Upper Oso (Los Prietos).     



	FIRE BEHAVIOR

	GENERAL:  The cloud cover and increase in moisture should have a significant moderating effect on fire activity. Expect interior islands to continue to burn out during the peak burning period, with no real threats to the line.  The heavy north aspect fuels continue to hold heat and the fire will continue to eat is way up slope on the south-east area of the fire and short runs upslope in afternoon are still possible. The Marre fire continues to act as a partial barrier to fire spread even during times of active burning.  This fire scar extends as far east as Santa Cruz Peak on the south east portion of the fire. 


	SPECIFIC

BRANCH I:  No significant fire activity is anticipated.      

BRANCH II:  No significant fire activity is anticipated.
BRANCH III & BRANCH V: Division U - The fire will continue to work its way up toward the dozer line between McKinley Mountain and San Rafael Peak and possibly out as far as San Rafael Ridge to Mission Pine Springs.  Conifers and heavier loading of dead fuels influence the fire area with the elevation gain, this creates high intensity fire when it burns, but does not support rapid spread.  The critical time period for enhanced burning in these divisions is between 1400 to 2000 hrs. Fuels on the back side of the ridge are not as continuous, and crews should be able to pick up any fire that slops over the ridge. 
BRANCH IV:  Division H – Little residual heat remains on the division today and the area is looking good from the work of the crews the last couple of days.

Divisions I – The lower ¾ of the division (below H-19) is looking good with all the good work from the crews that last few days. As the division progresses south from White Ledge, crews will encounter more heat and a greater potential for lateral spread particularly in the upper ¼ of the division.  


	AIR OPERATIONS:  The marine influence in the Santa Ynez Valley, and the airport/helibase should not be a problem today.  

	SAFETY

· Higher fuel loads at the higher elevations release more energy from the fire, but rates of spread are expected to be moderate until the fire comes into alignment with the slope.
· All fuel beds can be expected to carry fire.  Don’t plan on drainages/riparian vegetation to check any fire spread.


