	FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST


	FORECAST NUMBER:   19
	TYPE OF FIRE:  SURFACE

	FIRE NAME:          ZACA
	OPERATIONAL PERIOD:  7/22/2007

	DATE ISSUED:     7/21/07
	TIME ISSUED:  1900

	UNIT:  SANTA BARBARA COUNTY /LOS PADRES NF
	SIGNED:  David Kerr

	INPUTS

	WEATHER SUMMARY:  Another day of drier and warmer conditions as high pressure continues to build over the area.  SEE ATTACHED INCIDENT METEOROLOGIST WEATHER FORECAST. 

PROBABILITY OF IGNITION = 100% (calculated)  Unchanged from July 21
Live Fuel Moistures are 57% at Upper Oso (Los Prietos).     



	FIRE BEHAVIOR

	GENERAL:  Warmer and drier conditions have lead to heat showing west of the main fire area, but these do not create real threats to the line.  The heavy north aspect fuels hold heat but even in alignment with the slope, there is a resistance for the fire to spread up to the main ridgelines.  The Marre fire continues to act as a partial barrier to fire spread even during times of active burning.  This fire scar extends as far east as Santa Cruz Peak on the south east portion of the fire. 


	SPECIFIC

BRANCH I:  No significant fire activity is anticipated.      

BRANCH II:  No significant fire activity is anticipated.
BRANCH III: Division V - The fire will continue to challenge the dozer line with short runs today between McKinley Mountain and San Rafael Peak and possibly out as far as San Rafael Ridge to Mission Pine Springs.  Conifers and heavier loading of dead fuels influence the fire area with the elevation gain, this creates high intensity fire when it burns, but does not support rapid spread.  The critical time period for enhanced burning in these divisions is between 1400 to 2000 hrs.
BRANCH IV:  Division H – Less residual heat remains on the division today, but what heat remains will continue to hold through the shift.  Divisions I – The fire is holding in a flanking orientation and within the retardant line.  As the division progresses south from White Ledge, crews will encounter more heat and a greater potential for lateral spread.  Slope aligns with potential fire spread,  but the division has displayed only limited movement the previous three shifts and should show the same today.  
BRANCH V:  Division U -. Most of the fire activity is located in the drainages below San Rafael and Peak and McKinley Mountain, then out the primary ridgeline east of San Rafael Peak.  Spread is flanking or short upslope runs to the primary ridgeline.  Some active fire behavior is expected again in this area today after 1200 hrs.  However, slope and winds are poorly aligned to support rapid fire movement.  


	AIR OPERATIONS:  The high pressure building into the area will suppress the marine influence in the Santa Ynez Valley with early clearing over the helibase expected.  Limited fire growth from yesterday means no smoke impacts over the fire area early in the operational period.

	SAFETY

· Higher fuel loads at the higher elevations release more energy from the fire, but rates of spread are expected to be moderate until the fire comes into alignment with a slope
· All fuelbeds are carrying fire.  Don’t plan on drainages/riparian vegetation to check any fire spread

· Spotting “potential” today remains high with the increasing temps and decreasing humidity.


