FIRELINE GUIDANCE FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC SITES

Suppression Personnel (Bulldozer and Hand Line Crews): Do not compromise safety for the protection and preservation of archaeological and historic resources. When possible and prudent: 

1. Please be aware that prehistoric and historic sites may be situated within areas of line construction. Sites tend to be situated along ridge lines, saddles and low-relief land forms, stream terraces, creek sides and springs, rock outcrops and side-slope terraces which are less than 30%. Sites may also be in the vicinity of oak, pine, and juniper vegetation communities. Watch for rock outcrops and boulders that may have milling features (bedrock mortars, grinding slicks), artifacts may be present in surrounding soils. Historic sites may include rock foundations, milled wood, and old trash deposits. 

2. If you observe cultural resources, attempt to avoid if possible and inform a Resource Advisor. 

3. Leave all artifacts in place. Some artifacts may have been intentionally placed for religious or ceremonial reasons. Federal laws also prohibit the removal of artifacts on public lands. These laws hold enforceable penalties. 

4. If you cannot avoid, attempt to minimize disturbance as much as possible, only clearing the surface to as minimal depth as necessary. 

5. If possible, please note locations of cultural resources encountered in the field on a map, and describe the location and type of site. Please provide this information to a resource specialist so it can be properly recorded and monitored. 

6. If you encounter a burial or human remains, contact resource specialists as soon as possible so that we may notify Tribal representatives to determine the appropriate treatment of the remains. 

7. Be mindful and careful in areas associated with historic mining. Constructing line in these areas may pose risks such as old mine shafts, abandoned equipment, and hazardous materials. 

8. If possible, culturally sensitive locations will be flagged in the field with a combination of red/white stripe and blue flagging. If you encounter an area that has been flagged, please try to avoid. If you cannot avoid, and time allows, ground-disturbing activities will need to be monitored by resource specialists. 

Thank you, 

Resource Advisors
