	
LONG TERM FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST



	FORECAST NUMBER: 15
	TYPE OF FIRE:  Wildfire

	FIRE NAME:  Santiago
	OPERATIONAL PERIOD: Nov 8 through Nov 10

	DATE ISSUED:  11-06-07
	TIME ISSUED:  2000

	UNIT:  Cleveland NF; Orange Co
	SIGNED: Dan Ardoin, FBAN

	WEATHER SUMMARY

	Coastal fog and cooler conditions Thursday at higher elevations.  A Pacific low will bring more cooling and increase in humidity Friday.  Warmer and drier conditions are expected next week with no good precipitation.
See attached weather forecast.

	
FIRE BEHAVIOR
Topography: Steep slopes. Valley and major canyons oriented East/West, elevation 1,000 ft rising to 5,000 ft at the top of the fire.  Narrow V-Shaped canyons, box canyons, chutes, sharp ridges and saddles.

Fuels: Grass and light to medium/heavy brush--extremely dry, live fuel moistures at critical levels; 30% to 50% live fuel moistures at lower elevations.  Last winter was the driest ever recorded in this area.  No significant rainfall for last 18 months.  Extreme drought conditions exist and will persist
Short Range (Today, Tomorrow):

Division QQ:  Cooler temps and higher humidity’s will edge fine fuel moistures up.  Slope winds cross the line.  Crown fire in the brush dependent upon presence of surface fire, winds of 10 mph at mid-flame and heating of fuels (exposure to the sun).  Short runs through fuel beds dried by backing surface fire are possible.  These runs can bump and cross the line.  Upslope winds from 1100-2000 hrs.
All other divisions:  Winds are in your favor.  Burnout of fuels nearly complete; may be some sleepers especially in Div A (Pine Canyon)   Downhill spread from rollout a possibility.

Medium Range (3-10 Days):

Warmer and drier with no good precipitation.  Possible threat of Santa Ana event exists during this period.
A moderate threat for large fires will continue over Southern California from the coastal mountains, westward through the week, with warm, dry weather. Cooler temperatures with higher humidity will mitigate fire danger along the immediate coast.


	AIR OPERATIONS:

Inversion in valley mixes out by mid-morning.  Good visibility,  Winds gusty in the afternoon.
Sunrise 0616 Sunset 1653

	
SAFETY

Terrain in canyons makes travel by foot difficult.  Watch for burnout and rolling material.  Carefully observe changes in the weather that may affect fire behavior.



