Sidebar - Despite continued advances in the Meteorology, much of the weather that develops over the ocean is still difficult to forecast. The NexRad Doppler radar system can look inside storms and help detect the development of thunder cells, but its range over the open ocean is very limited. The BLM’s nationwide lightning detection system, can detect all lightning strikes, and differentiate the negative strikes from the more powerful positive strikes that are most likely to start wildfires.  It uses ground-based detectors and its ability to detect lightning at sea is limited. Even the remote sensing equipment available on the various weather satellites has trouble detecting rapidly developing thunderstorms, especially at night. While a “chance of lightning” had been discussed in the previous fire weather forecast, the fire weather meteorologists were unable to predict the size, intensity, path and duration of this storm as it moved inland from the ocean. 
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