WEATHER – 
KATHLEEN SCHORI
INTIAL LIGHTNING – 
Beginning June 20 at 6:00 am (occurred over a 28 hour period
), through June 21, 8:30 pm. 5,146 lightning strikes recorded in Northern GACC
 
LIGHTNING

Other significant lightning events – 

June 28th - thunder cell collapsed over Gooch Valley (Lassen County) with peak wind gusts of 50 MPH causing rapid rates of fire spread, frequent spotting and the loss of established control lines on the Corral Fire. Resources disengaged and retreated to safety zones as a precautionary measure.  

June 29 Lightning event occurred at 1600 hrs.  ORCA team (Paul) assigned to Siskiyou Complex assisted KNF with 5 initial attack fires.

July 21-22nd (over 700 strikes in Northern GACC) Panther Fire started (KNF) during this event which would eventually take the life of Daniel Packer from Washington State.

August 5-6 (over 1,200 strikes in Northern GACC) – Predicted lightning prompted removal of crews spiked out in the Trinity Alps Wilderness by helicopter (helicopter crash with 9 on board, August 5)

WIND EVENTS 

July 7th – 10th – This event was especially critical, coming during a strong heat wave with very low humidity, and minimal overnight RH recovery.  Wind event resulted in major acreage expansion on fires in many of the Complexes.  The foehn wind aligned with the funneling of wind in Feather River Canyon and contributed to the fire roaring into the community of Concow.  About 50 residences were destroyed and one civilian life was lost despite evacuation orders. 
7/20 – Increasing wind in the northern portion of the Butte Complex resulted in several slopovers and spot fires into the Old Storrie burn.
CSR (MONSOONAL FLOW) Hollingsworth
“One significant event occurring during the month of July was the arrival of monsoonal range over the southern portion of the state. The system arrived over the region on July 12th and remained in place until the 17th. During that time it dropped between 2 to 4 inches of rain and proved beneficial to the efforts of firefighters by profoundly reducing fire activity. The Piute Fire in Kern County received 4” of rain in two days which lead to serious flooding but also effectively extinguished the blaze.”
FLOOD (PIUTE)

The night of July 13th a severe rainstorm passed over the fire requiring crews to be pulled off the line for safety. Several roads leading into the fire were damaged or closed because of flooding subsequent to the rains.

INVERSIONS


6/22 – 209 reports impacts by heavy smoke on the Iron Complex

6/23 – Strong inversion with 0 visibility – lifting early afternoon on the Ukonom Complex.

6/24 thru 28 – Determination of fire spread impacted by heavy smoke inversions on the American River complex; on 6/29 report most active fire behavior with moderate smoke column development
6/27 – inversions lifted on west end of Complex but remained stationary on East end

7/1 – Iron Complex fires burning actively throughout the night above the inversion

7/11 – inversion held thru day moderating fire behavior – very smoky on east side of fires in the American River Complex

7/12/09 thru 7/17/09– Inversion returns to Central Valley

7/12 – Night inversion sets in and moderated fire behavior on the Siskiyou Complex.  Inversions would lift in the late afternoon with increased fire behavior

714 – Canyon inversion well established on the Siskiyou Complex

AFFECTED AIRCRAFT – 
6/24 – Inversions and smoke in canyons limiting the use of air resources and hampering efforts to obtain accurate acreages on the Iron complex

6/24 thru 6/27 – Butte Complex:  Smokey conditions limited the use of aircraft and made reconnaissance difficult – having to rely on infared to determine location and spread of fires.

June 28th - The closest airtanker bases were smoked out at Chester and Chico increasing flight turn around times to the rapidly expanding Corral Fire in Lassen County.
7/2/09 – Aircraft unable to fly along the Highway 70 corridor (Feather River Canyon) on the Butte Complex due to smoke conditions.

7/15 – Smoke inversion on Siskiyou Complex hampering air operations – restricting aerial observation and helicopter support for burning operations
RED FLAG CONDITIONS???

6/27 – Warning in effect for dry lightning predicted for next 3 days on the American River Complex
6/28 thru 6/29 – Red flag conditions for dry thunderstorm activity on the Iron complex
7/7 thru 7/8 - local warning for fires in American River Complex – low RH and gusty NE winds.
7/8/09 – NWS issued a warning (low RH and NE winds) affecting the Siskiyou Complex
7/8 thru 7/11 – Warning issued for high temperatures and low RH on the Iron Complex

7/11/09 thru 7/13 – Red flag night time conditions caused active spread during the night with spotting up to ½ mile down the Rock Creek Drainage on the Siskiyou complex.
7/19 thru 20 – Warning issued for the Iron Complex – multiple spot fires occurred over night on the Cedar and Eagle fires
RECORD SETTING ERC’S

�From Snook yearend Wx report.  Remaining info from Marva’s annual activity report. Seem to be somewhat in conflict??? Should it be 38 hours?


�(Need Southern GACC #’s)


�Lightning or wind event???





