Complex Name:  Wild Fire
Number of Fires:  1
Major fires (containment date & acres if available): NA
County:  Napa
Affected Communities:  Wooden Valley Rd, Suisun Valley & Green Valley
Agencies in Command:  CAL FIRE’s Sonoma-Lake-Napa Unit (LNU)
Start Report Date:  6/21/08 
1600 hrs
Containment Date:  6/25/08
Total Acres:
4,089
Direct Fire Suppression Costs:  $1,243,265 
Firefighters Assigned at Peak:  540
Structures Destroyed:  1 (outbuilding)
Structures Damaged: 0
Fatalities: 0
Fuels:  Brush, woodland and grass
Cause:  Under investigation
Summary:

On arrival of the initial attack forces, the Wild Fire was already on both sides of Wildhorse Valley Road and spreading rapidly in light fuels. The fire soon jumped the first major barrier, Lake Madigan, and continued to spread rapidly in multiple directions due to erratic gusty winds. Spot fires were developing up to ¼ mile in front of the main fire.

The first afternoon, retardant drops from four airtankers were ineffective due to strong, gusty winds, but firefighters were able to keep the fire from entering the Wildhorse subdivision. By midnight the fire was over 1,000 acres and continued to spread into difficult terrain.


On Sunday, 6/22, the winds continued to be erratic, the fire continued to spread to the east and the south, but Tanker 910 (the DC-10) was instrumental in helping firefighters keep the fire from burning into the heavily populated Green Valley area.


Exhausted firefighters continued the fight on Monday, but due to lack of reinforcements had to split their force in half (to provide rest), so progress was slow.

It wasn’t until Tuesday, when the winds died down, that hand lines and dozer lines were able to be put in around the southwest side of the fire.

The Wild Fire was contained on Wednesday, 6/25, and all resources were redeployed to the Walker Fire burning to the north.

