Complex Name:  Walker Fire
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Number of Fires:
1
Major Fires:
NA
County:
Lake
Affected Communities:
Double Eagle Ranch subdivision
Agencies in Command:
CAL FIRE’s Sonoma-Lake-Napa Unit (LNU)
Start Report Date:
6/22/08 at about 1620 hours
Containment Date:
6/28/08
Total Acres:
Direct Fire Suppression Costs:
$3,617,769
Firefighters Assigned at Peak:
Structures Destroyed:
0
Structures Damaged:
0
Fatalities:
0
Fuels:
Grass, brush, and woodland
Cause:
Summary:

The Walker Fire was reported on the afternoon of 6/22/08, and when Copter-104 arrived a few minutes later was already about 500 acres with a rapid rate of spread and long-range spotting in heavy brush.


First alarm resources tried to cut off the fire by burning out along Walker Ridge Road, but the fire jumped that road at about 1830 hours and headed toward Bear Valley Road. The air tankers were released early at about 1900 hours due to ineffectiveness and the inability of ground crews to follow up the retardant drops in the heavy brush. By nightfall, the fire was well over 2,000 acres.

The Walker Fire was a threat to a subdivision, scattered residences, the Wilbur Hot Springs Resort, numerous mountaintop communications towers, high-capacity electric transmission lines, and the control facilities for the dam at Indian Valley Reservoir. Numerous environmentally sensitive areas were also threatened. The fire burned primarily on BLM lands, some of which are under lease for a wind power development project.


By the next morning the fire was about 8,000 acres, with limited resources available (and certainly no rested firefighters). Line construction efforts were limited to burning out along existing roads. The weather continued hot and dry, with a southwest wind.


CAL FIRE’s Incident Command Team 3 took over the fire on Wednesday morning, having been redeployed from the Wild Fire to the south.  On Thursday, some additional fire engines and bulldozers arrived, and firefighters were successful in keeping the fire north of Highway 20. On Friday, the wind switched from the northeast, which aided firefighters in building direct line on the north side of the fire. Evacuation orders were lifted for the Double Eagle Subdivision and the Wilbur Hot Spring Resort. By Friday night, the situation allowed for only a small contingent of engines to patrol the perimeter, as the other resources were finally able to get some rest.

At its peak, the Walker Fire had 66 fire engines, 27 bulldozers, 19 hand crews, 17 water tenders, 8 helicopters, and four fixed-wing aircraft assigned.


The fire was contained on 6/28/08.

