ONC Support/Staging the Week of September 15, 2008

Weather and Fire Potential Discussion

Low pressure off the north coast will gradually de-stabilize the atmosphere over North Ops.  Afternoon buildups are expected over the higher terrainn this afternoon, and a stray lightning strike or two is possible over the Sierra crest, but the chance is 10% or less.  Tuesday will be moist and unstable enough for isolated to scattered mainly dry thunderstorms over the northern and eastern mountains.  The main low pressure trough will remain over the area and SW and West winds will increase Wednesday.  These winds will become strong and gusty (10-20 mph with gusts to 35 mph) Thursday afternoon along and east of the Cascade-Sierra crest.  This is a chance of rain in NW CA Thursday as this final trough moves through.  Mild and dry weather is expected beginning Friday.  However, latest computer models are now showing a chance of cooler, wetter weather Friday through Sunday.
Live and dead fuel moistures are at or near critical levels across most of the Geographic Area.  Thunderstorms expected over the higher terrain Tuesday will produce little to no rainfall, so dry lightning may ignite new fires.  SW and West winds on Thursday will increase significant fire potential east of the Cascade-Sierra crest.  The onshore flow produced by the trough will also push cool moist marine air inland, moderating fuels in several PSAs.  If the latest computer model runs end up being correct then several PSAs will see significant moistening of fuels over the weekend.
Fire Weather / Fire Danger Outlook:


http://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive/outlooks/seasonal_outlook.jpg




http://gacc.nifc.gov/oncc/predictive/weather/Fire_Potential.html
Energy Release Components: 


http://gacc.nifc.gov/oncc/predictive/fuels_fire-danger/yrsc/erc/index.htm
Resource Availability
Current resource draw down in North Ops is light while still supporting Klamath Theatre (SRF/KNF).
Forest Staffing and Actions

The Forests will manage their resources for extended staffing according to their Staffing and Specific Action Guide in their Fire Management Plan, in coordination with the GACC.

Northern Operations Geographic Area Specific Staffing
ONCC preparedness for the lightning event will include additional engines, crews, helicopters, jumpers and air tankers to support Forest IA on this staging order. 
The GACC will authorize 6th day suppression, prevention, and detection resources (ONC-00001, P5D1NX 0520), beginning on September 15, 2008 and ending with the determination of the federal duty chief at the GACC.  Additional staffing can be approved through the Duty Chief. Be mindful to manage fatigue in accordance with Regional Forester’s direction (letter dated August 14, 2008).  At the onset of a new incident, Forests should charge to the appropriate P-code for the duration of the incident.

Evaluation of 6th day suppression, prevention, and detection coverage on ONC Support will be assessed daily based on fire activity and conditions.  
/s/ Joseph Charles Millar
Assistant Director, Operations Northern California
